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The Ideology of Slavery: Proslavery Thought in the Antebellum South, 1830- 1860
Drew Faust presents full and extracted texts explaining the proslavery arguments thirty years before the American civil war. The author also focuses on the historical overview of the developing southern states. She indicates that proslavery arguments intensified between 1830 and 1860. Faust provides a summary of each selection detailing information about the author and an account of origin and publication of the documents itself.

The reading of the proslavery argument offered in this book is not a complicated one. It involves little more than closely examining the words of certain slaveholders with openness to the possibility that they ought to be taken seriously in what they say. Yet, as even this simple task encounters substantial obstacles, it is worth noting some of them. The greatest difficulty facing intellectual historians of the white antebellum southern state is the temptation to dismiss proslavery, or at least the forms of it that insist on its modernity and progressive nature, with a sneer. The author suggested that defenses of slavery were not considered opinions but rather the expressions of personal feelings of guilt and alienation taking.
Even without dismissing slavery’s defenders out of hand, many historians have seen proslavery as a conspicuous weakness in white Southern thought. Just as Cold War-era intellectuals in the U.S. saw Communism as a blinding ideology, so too are we tempted to see the commitment to slavery as an impediment to accurate perception and free-ranging thought. Faust’s history of Southern academia, for instance, casts the unquestioned allegiance of the white antebellum Southerners to slaveholding as an intellectual disability, preventing them from considering any idea capable of imperiling their beloved institution.
The argument that slavery tied capital to labor was not an uncommon one among slaveholders. Starting with the commonplace that the modern economy had of necessity divided itself into a propertied class and a class of laborers, she noted that each class was associated with a distinctive form of punishment for unproductive behavior. While capitalists who failed to use their resources productively would sacrifice some of their property and profits to others, the only forms of punishment applicable to laborers were starvation, loss of shelter, physical harm, or incarceration, some of which violated laborers‟ human rights and all of which were wasteful, and brutal. This asymmetry in punishments also gave capitalists an obvious advantage over laborers.
The author has attempted to show proslavery grounding in the concepts and experiences of a world that extended beyond the boundaries of the slaveholding South. By re-examining slavery in the light of contemporary social thought, fault sought not only to vindicate their own beliefs, but also to enter the great Atlantic debates about the market, empire, and social science. Slavery is not the last vestige of feudalism in neither the modern world nor even a peculiar institution, but a modern mode of social organization that could be analyzed and defended with the same language used to treat socialism and capitalism. 
The only peculiar feature of the slave system according to the author is the late entry into the worldwide discussion of the questions of the modern age, but even this spoke to its merits. It was, they believed, precisely the success of the slave system in solving the problems of the modern economy that had relieved slaveholders of the very need to pose the questions those so tormented intellectuals in the North and Europe 
One of the most condemned components of antislavery propaganda illustrated in the Faust book is the ability to make slavery appear linked to Christianity. Southern preachers openly advocated for slavery stating it is acknowledged in the bible and Jesus had told enslaved people to remain loyal to their masters. Some other millennialist also argued that slavery was a necessary evil that must exist until humanity achieves spiritual perfection through the second coming of Jesus. Besides, southern missionaries who wanted to convert enslaved people into Christianity believed that Christian faith would strengthen their idea of discipline and duty.
Faust’s sees proslavery as a pre-rational commitment. One ought to be cautious about seeing dedication to the slave system solely as a detriment. The history of human thought is full of examples of unquestioned commitments leading to moments of remarkable creativity or insight. Their vision of slavery involved a massive expansion of state power, the extension of slavery to whites, and several other transformations of the slave system, many of which would have been hard for the average planter to swallow. 
Defenders of slavery heard other messages in socialist tracts. Firstly they heard that wage laborers were unfrozen, and perhaps even more so than slaves. Secondly, they heard that the intentional organization of labor could solve the problems of capitalism. Putting these two lessons together, the slaveholding south learned from French socialism that slavery was not a peculiar institution. In its authoritarian aspects, it resembled the social relations of capitalism and in its social provision and planned organization of labor, it resembled socialism. The correct response to slavery, therefore, could not be to simply castigate it, but rather to recognize it in all its forms and to choose the healthiest types of slavery for a given society.
She indicates that defenders of slavery argued that a sudden end of the slave trade will hurt the economy of the people of the south. The tobacco crop will dry in the field due to the labor shortage. The prosperous cotton economy would collapse and rice would stop being profitable. Besides, most companies in the southern state dependent on slave labor during this era. They also argued that releases of all slaves would result in a high rate of employment in the south.

The author also indicates that some defenders of slavery argued that slavery had existed throughout human history thus its human nature. For example, they pointed out that Greeks had slaves, English had slaves, and Romans had slaves until recent years. They also quoted holy books such as the bible to support their claim. For example, they could point out that Abraham had slaves. Besides in the New Testament Paul returned a slave who had escaped to his master. To ensure they remained in full control of their slaves they influenced a court decision that barred black people from standing as a person in court. They were treated as properties and the American constitution protected the slaveholders' right to property. 

Faust was successful in researching and detailing the proslavery argument that existed 30 years before the American civil war. The information presented in this book is important to readers interested in understanding the history of slavery in the southern state and the American thoughts of the 19th century.
[bookmark: _GoBack]She adequately supported her thesis by detailing the history of the southern state and how different people viewed slavery. The book has been used by historians to advance their research on proslavery arguments in the southern state. I enjoyed reading the book for various reasons. Firstly the book illustrates the historical overview of the southern state in the most precise way. From just reading the book one can clearly understand how the people of south viewed slavery. Secondly from reading the book one understands how defenders of slavery argued in support of the vice. 
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